
Fact Sheet

www.parentsnetwork.qld.edu.au

YEAR 12s IN 2020 WILL BE THE 
FIRST TO GRADUATE UNDER A NEW 
SENIOR SCHOOLING AND TERTIARY 
ENTRANCE SYSTEM. 

When many of today’s parents completed Year 12, 
the TE score was the ticket to tertiary entry. 
For the past 25 years it’s been the OP (Overall 
Position) score. But this is changing.

Queensland’s current senior schooling and tertiary 
entrance systems have served students and the 
state well over the past 40 years, equipping tens 
of thousands of young Queenslanders with the 
knowledge and skills essential for further study, 
training or work.

However, the world outside the school gate is 
changing rapidly with technological advancements 
and new knowledge driving improvements across 
every sector.

Following extensive consultation and a 
comprehensive review, the Queensland Government 
approved a range of reforms to modernise what 
students learn in Years 11 and 12 and streamline and 
strengthen how they’re assessed and awarded a score 
for tertiary entry.

Queensland parents and carers with children in 
Year 10 in 2018 will be the first to see their sons and 
daughters graduate under a new senior assessment 
and tertiary entrance system in 2020.

The Queensland Independent Schools Parents 
Network has sought the latest information from the 
key body responsible for overseeing the design of 
the new system – the Queensland Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority (QCAA) – to provide parents 
with an overview of the key changes.

ATAR Replaces the OP 
The OP score is being replaced by the ATAR (Australian 
Tertiary Admission Rank), which is already used in 
other states and territories. The ATAR is a finer-grained 
rank order of students from 0.00 to 99.95, with 
increments of 0.05.

Best Five Subjects Count 
Towards ATAR
The Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) 
will calculate ATARs from a student’s best five subjects 
and a method of scaling that allows student results in 
different subjects to be compared.

The calculation of the ATAR will be based on a 
student’s results in:

• five senior Authority subjects; or

• four senior Authority subjects plus either a 
completed VET qualification or a Subject Area 
Syllabus (SAS) subject.

English Will be Compulsory
All senior students will be required to study an English 
subject. For those students wanting to go on to 
tertiary study, achieving a satisfactory grade or sound 
achievement in English would be a prerequisite for 
receiving an ATAR. However, English would not be 
mandated as one of the five subjects that count 
towards the calculation of the ATAR. Only a student’s 
best five subjects would count.
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Fewer Assessment Pieces
Typically, Year 12 students face in the order of seven 
assessment pieces per subject. Under the new system 
students will complete four assessments in each 
subject which will count towards their final results. 
Three will be set and conducted by your teenager’s 
school and checked by the QCAA. The fourth will be 
external. It will be set and marked by the QCAA. Every 
student who studies a specific subject will sit the 
same external assessment.

For students who study Maths and Science subjects, 
the external assessment will generally contribute 50 
percent of the student’s final subject result. In most 
other subjects the external assessment will be worth 
25 percent.

Modernised Suite of Senior Subjects
Queensland’s entire suite of senior subjects has 
been reviewed and revamped to better reflect the 
knowledge and skill sets required for further study and 
employment in the 21st century. Parents may notice 
some name changes and subject amalgamations. 
For example, a major part of Study of Society will be 
incorporated into a new subject called Psychology. 
Design will be a new subject incorporating learnings 
from Graphics, Home Economics and Information 
Technology Studies. There will also be some new 
subject names that better reflect what the subjects 
are about. For example, Mathematics C will be 
renamed Specialist Mathematics, and Prevocational 
Mathematics will be renamed Essential Mathematics.

The QCAA will be preparing more information on 
the changes which will be shared with schools 
and parents.

MORE INFORMATION AND IDEAS
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